
Eads Elementary School Geography Standards 
5th Grade 

 
GEOGRAPHY STANDARD #1 
Students know how to use and construct maps, globes, and other geographic tools to locate and 
derive information about peoples, places, and environments. 
 
Ref. Expectation P PP NI US 
5.1.a. Interpret aerial graphs and maps of communities.     
5.1.b. Design custom maps with desired information, using mapping symbols.     
5.1.c. Construct diagrams and charts to display spatial information.     
5.1.d. Locate and demonstrate knowledge about the great lakes of the world.     
5.1.e. Identify and locate Central and South America, and their largest countries on a 

globe or maps. 
    

5.1.f. Demonstrate knowledge about major relief features in Central and South 
America (the Amazon River, the Andes, etc.) 

    

5.1.g. Locate the following: the ancient Mezoamerican civilizations, the activities of 
the Conquistadors, the voyages of the European explorers and tradesmen, the 
activities of the slave trade, Russia in relation to its early growth and 
expansion; climate, and the Japanese islands in relation to its development and 
religion; climate. 

    

5.1.h. Demonstrate knowledge about the U.S.A. (eg: the fifty states and their capitals, 
the Civil War and the states/sites where it was fought, the reconstruction and 
westward movement expansion after the Civil War, and major American 
Indian tribes and their original territories. 

    

 
GEOGRAPHY STANDARD #2 
Students know the physical and human characteristics of places, and use this knowledge to define 
and study regions and their patterns of change. 
 
Ref. Expectation P PP NI US 
5.2.a. Describe and compare the physical characteristics of places, using a variety 

of visual materials and data sources. 
    

5.2.b. Describe and compare human characteristics of places.     
5.2.c. Examine and explain human impact on the landscape/environment.     
5.2.d. Identify and analyze how technology shapes the physical and human 

characteristics of places. 
    

5.2.e. Identify and describe regions in terms of physical and human characteristics.     
5.2.f. Explain how regions are connected through cultural ties, trade, language, 

resources, and through the use of maps. 
    

5.2.g. Explain how regions change over space and time.     
5.2.h. Gather and compare information on how people of different backgrounds 

view the same place or region. 
    

5.2.i. Compare ways in which people of different cultural origins build and name 
places in the same regions. 

    

5.2.j. Explain why immigrants who come to the United States hold on to customs 
from their home countries. 

    

 



 
 
GEOGRAPHY STANDARD #3: 
Students understand how physical processes shape the Earth’s surface patterns and 
systems. 
 
Ref. Expectations P PP NI US 
5.3.a. Understand and describe how the environment can affect human settlement 

and vice versa. 
    

5.3.b. Identify the elements of ecosystems and explain how they are related to life 
within. 

    

5.3.c. Research and explain how physical processes influence ecosystems.     
5.3.d. Explain the distribution of types of ecosystems and their impact on human 

populations. 
    

5.3.e. Analyze the importance of distance in human interaction.     
5.3.f. Identify and describe the physical components of the Earth’s atmosphere, 

lithosphere, hydrosphere, and biosphere (eg: climates, land forms, bodies of 
water, ecosystems) 

    

5.3.g. Understand how natural processes create or change land forms, and give 
actual geographic locations as examples. 

    

5.3.h. Define renewable and non-renewable Earth resources.     
5.3.i. Predict the consequences of physical processes on the Earth’s surface and 

weather conditions. 
    

 
GEOGRAPHY STANDARD #4: 
Students understand how economic, political, cultural, and social processes interact to 
shape patterns of human populations, interdependence, cooperation, and conflict. 
 
Ref. Expectation P PP NI US 

5.4.a. Describe and discuss the reasons for human migrations (eg: famine, slave 
trade, wars, persecution) after studying related literature. 

    

5.4.b. Create graphs depicting population numbers and distribution.     
5.4.c. Describe the influence of population on environment.     
5.4.d. Analyze the characteristics of a certain population.     
5.4.e. Use interviews with real people to define cultural change.     
5.4.f. Differentiate among different cultures in Colorado and in other parts of the 

world. 
    

5.4.g. Use cultural clues/artifacts to identify historical migrations.     
5.4.h. Analyze the impact of various cultures on physical elements of the Earth.     
5.4.i. Use a variety of maps to research information regarding the location and 

movements of various cultures. 
    

5.4.j. Analyze geographical factors that have generated cultural change.     
5.4.k. Identify economic activities within a region and examine the reasons for their 

locations. 
    

5.4.l. Explain the need for trade among regions, based on local availability of 
resources and goods. 

    

5.4.m. Construct maps to illustrate historical patterns of human origins and     



activities. 
5.4.n. Compile examples of cultural and economic reasons for changes in human 

societies. 
    

5.4.o. Analyze systems to deliver services and goods.     
5.4.p. Discuss world trade and explain the systems that support it.     
5.4.q. Use maps to compare and contrast historic factors that have changed land use 

in a region. 
    

5.4.r. Deduct geographical reasons for human settlements in specific areas.     
5.4.s. Classify cities according to their human and environmental characteristics, 

and to their physical characteristics. 
    

5.4.t. Compare patterns of land use and human settlement in various regions.     
5.4.u. Describe political, social, and economic divisions throughout early American 

history. 
    

5.4.v. Understand and describe how people divide the Earth’s surface into different 
types of territorial units. 

    

5.4.w. Analyze the reasons for divisions and cooperation among people, in terms of 
geography. 

    

 
GEOGRAPHY STANDARD #5: 
Students understand the effects of interactions between human and physical systems and the 
changes in meaning, use, distribution, and importance of resources. 
   
Ref. Expectations P PP NI US 
5.5.a. Examine the factors that have caused the disappearance of an animal or plant 

species. 
    

5.5.b. Understand the interrelatedness of environmental systems and its impact on 
life (human and other). 

    

5.5.c. Describe ways in which humans adapt to physical changes in the Earth’s 
environments. 

    

5.5.d. Explain how environmental changes in one place affect other places (eg: acid 
rain, pollution, pesticides, etc.). 

    

5.5.e. Predict new ways for humans to adapt to their environment.     
5.5.f. Use maps to track the influence of environmental changes from one place to 

another. 
    

5.5.g. Understand how population growth affects air, land and water quality, and 
how they impact the physical environment. 

    

5.5.h. Explore the positive and negative effects of humans on the environment.     
5.5.i. Explain how people’s lives are influenced  by  population movements.     
5.5.j. Track specific resources’ distribution throughout the world.     
5.5.k. Compare countries and their development based on their available resources.     
5.5.l. Examine current impact of resource use.     
5.5.m. Predict the changes to a region with better management and resource use.     
5.5.n. Examine and report how energy resources in different countries are used.     
 
 
 
 
 



 
GEOGRAPHY STANDARD #6:
Students apply knowledge of people, places, and environments to understand the past and 
present and to plan for the future. 
 
Ref. Expectations P PP NI US 
5.6.a. Identify the various geographic aspects of a region.     
5.6.b. Analyze the impact human migration has had on regions and countries.     
5.6.c. Examine how various regions/countries deal with social, economic, and 

political changes. 
    

5.6.d. Explain how competition for resources causes conflict.     
5.6.e. Examine various social, political, and economic regions and see how they are 

different from the past to present. 
    

5.6.f. Show how environments and resources have affected various areas from past 
to present. 

    

5.6.g. Predict the future of regions based on available resources and human 
interaction. 

    

5.6.h. Explain and discuss the need to responsible environmental management 
practices. 
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